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Introduction
Since 2005 Paul Harfleet has been planting pansies at sites of homophobic and transphobic abuse, he 
names the planting after the abuse and adds the photograph to his website - thepansyproject.com. 
The core of the project explores the nature of homophobia and transphobia in a variety of ways in many 
contexts from arts festivals, events and exhibitions to school and library workshops. The core of this artistic 
project is an exploration of homophobia, trauma and abuse through community activity and socially 
engaged art practice.

This document shares some of the ways to bring The Pansy Project to you, whether you represent a 
festival, gallery, museum, library, school, college or university or other community initiative, it will outline 
what is available and the cost of bringing the artist to you. All costs are based on the average costs and are 
subject to negotiation depending on location and length of stay and level of activity. For further information 
contact the artist here.
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Commission
Paul Harfleet has fifteen years experience in delivering The Pansy Project in a festival context all over 
the world. His work has featured in various categories of festival from the London Lesbian & Gay Film 
Festival to the RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show and the Nuart Street Art Festival in Stavanger.

Each occasion calls for a uniquely negotiated presence of the artist based on the budget and time 
available. This can range from simply planting pansies at the sites of homophobia within the context of 
the festival to the artist hosting talks, walking and planting tours, pansy give-aways, film screenings, book 
readings to an exhibition of photographs. 

Outlined  below is the most typically used format, timeline and cost of delivering The Pansy Project in a 
festival context. A full list of the where The Pansy Project has been appeared is available here.

Cost of Festival Appearance

Travel To location, return to London (dependent on location) 

Accommodation Hotel - Required if outside London (dependent on time of stay)

Artist’s Fee £2500 - Based on R&D period, delivery and post production

Pansies £100 - Approx, depending on nature of activity and pansies needed

Steps

Contact Planning Pre-Visit Promotion Artist Visit Post Visit

Contact made via The 
Pansy Project website or 
pjharfleet@hotmail.com.

A conversation about 
the activities required 
e.g. plantings, walking 
tours etc. depending on 
budget and timeline.

A period of research 
will be undertaken by 
the artist exploring 
the specific nature of 
homophobia in your 
location.

Sourcing pansies, 
availability is specific 
to location. Spring and 
autumn is the most 
favourable time. If your 
event is in midsummer 
then painting pansies is a 
an available alternative.

Paul Harfleet will 
produce social media 
content, including 
posters and branded 
animations. Promoting 
presence at the event 
and requesting locations 
to plant at. 

Paul Harfleet has over 
15,000 followers across 
Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook. 

Paul Harfleet will attend 
the location and will 
usually require at least 
a week on the ground 
to plant. Depending on 
transport and locations 
2-3 pansies can be 
planted per day.

Plantings are most 
commonly achieved 
alone, though survivors 
of homophobia or 
transphobia are welcome 
if this suits the situation.

More time will be 
required if talks, 
walking tours and other 
negotiated activities are 
requested. 

Paul Harfleet will edit the 
photographs and these 
can be supplied digitally.

Video content will be 
edited into a short film 
covering the activities 
of his visit and sharing 
some of the stories of the 
plantings.

This content will be added 
to The Pansy Project 
website and Youtube for 
ease of sharing. 

 3

http://www.thepansyproject.com/projects


Exhibition 
Each exhibition is unique and requires specific 
negotiation depending on the scale and time 
available to plan the exhibition, Paul is happy 
to explore new ways of sharing his work in a 
gallery or museum context. 

Notable group exhibitions include ‘Never Going 
Underground’ at the People’s History Museum, 
Manchester alongside David Hockney and Derek 
Jarman. In the autumn of 2019. And ‘We’re Here’ 
at the Winter Gardens in Blackpool a group show 
with Jez Dolan and Harry Clayton-Wright. 

Solo Exhibition, Jerk Off Festival, Paris, 2015.

Featured artist at Nuart Festival, Stavanger, 2019.

‘Hanged’ a collaboration with artist Deborah Margo and 
SPAO, School of the Photographic Arts: Ottawa, 2019.

In November 2019 Paul began painting the pansies in a new context, faced with a lack of pansies Paul was 
forced to improvise a new way of adding pansies to locations of homophobia. Painting small scale pansy 
murals offers an alternative to living plants, he has since painted pansies at sites of homophobia in New York.

“We’re Here’ , Winter Gardens in Blackpool. 2014.

4



Installation

From the beginning of The Pansy Project 
in 2005, large scale installations have 
been used to draw attention to culturally 
significant locations of homophobia.

These require significant budget, research 
and organisation. These thin lines of pansies 
have featured in festivals including Queer 
Up North in Manchester and in Liverpool as 
part Homotopia Arts Festival and were the 
inspiration for the Gold Medal winning Pansy 
Project Garden shown at the RHS Hampton 
Court Palace Flower Show in 2010. 

‘Pansy’ Southbank London, commissioned by the London 
Lesbian and Gay Film Festival in 2007. 

‘Memorial to the Unnamed’ St John’s Gardens, Liverpool, 
for Homotopia Arts Festival, 2006. 

The Pansy Project Garden, 2010.
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The Pansy Project Garden, 2010.
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Pansy Giveaway

Since the first appearance of The Pansy Project in 2005 Pansy Giveaways have been used as a device to 
share the concept to a wider audience often outside the confines of a gallery, museum or festival. 

A table is set up with a few hundred pansies and distributed for free to passers-by. The only condition is 
that the member of public hear about The Pansy Project, this exchange explores the nature of socially 
engaged practice and enables volunteers to assist, passers-by to engage and meet with the artist and is an 
effective way of promoting the presence of the artist in the locations that are about to be marked.

Distributing pansies on Southbank London, 2007.

Spencer Museum of Art, Kansas, 2018
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Walking Tour

Frequently Paul Harfleet leads walking tours to the locations he plants at, people gather to follow Paul 
as be plants pansies at pre-organised locations.  

Despite the nature of the locations Paul visits, Walking Tours can be a rewarding and pleasurable 
experience for participants. Local communities come together to join Paul in his gentle resistance against 
hate crime, this gives people a chance to share their own stories, witness the artist at work and ask 
questions, throughout the process. 

Leading a walking tour in Graz, part of Truth is Concrete Festival, 2012.

Spencer Museum of Art, Kansas, 2018
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Workshop

“I like pansies because they 
are colourful and unique 
and just how Paul wants us 
to be”

Above.  Drawing and quote from a pupil’s workbook 
created after a workshop hosted by St Helen’s Libraries 
and run by Paul Harfleet.

In 2007 Pansy Boy, written and illustrated by Paul Harfleet and published by Barbican Press was 
released. Short-listed for the Polari First Book Prize in 2008, the book has formed the basis of 
workshops the artist has presented in schools, libraries and community organisations. 

Paul has visited schools across the UK, Canada and USA to share his book, using work shops, readings and 
presentations. Workshops can be tailored to the needs of the audience from 7 year old up to teenagers 
and adults. Drawing exercises are designed to bring humour and surprise to the workshop. In freeing 
participants to draw in an abstract way the participant are invited to think about drawing in a new way.
An atmosphere of support and humour creates a safe space and encourages participants to ask the artist 
any question they like, this enables conversation around the issues the book explores, from the experience 
of bullying, identity, sexuality, art and the natural world.
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Cost of Delivering workshop

Travel To location, return to London 

Accommodation Hotel - Required if outside London

Materials Paper, pencil / pens - Pansies if required

Artist’s Fee Morning/Afternoon Session £250 | Full Day £500 



Overview of Workshops

Introduction Drawing Exercises Pencil Work Bird Call Pansy Study

A presentation introduces 
Pansy Boy and The Pansy 
Project to participants 
and can be tailored for 
any audience. 

Followed by reading of 
Pansy Boy.

A series of drawing 
exercises allow any 
participant to think about 
how we draw and works 
at any drawing ability.

The artist encourages 
participants to explore 
the way we draw:

• Make marks with 
eyes closed

• Draw circles with 
eyes closed 

• Draw circles with 
eyes closed faster

• Draw circles with 
eyes closed even 
faster

Paul invites participants 
to draw to the sound 
of bird song with eyes 
closed:

• Draw pheasant call
• Draw Chaffinch call
• Draw Nightingale 

call
• Draw sound of 

murmuration 

The participants are asked 
to draw pansies, studies 
are broken up into time 
scale, beginning at a 
minute and is reduced to 
impossibly short times.

Left, a collaborative drawing made during 
a workshop at St Helens Libraries, featuring 
the artist, students and teachers. 

Above, students share their work made 
after the workshops facilitated work in the 
schools of the pupils involved. 

This workshop can be expanded or reduced, depending on the time available and the age group of the 
participants, an artist/author Q&A can follow the introduction, workshop or become part of conversation 
during the session. 
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Pansy Boy 
Activity Sheets

“A moving, warm, witty and uplifting story that 
speaks powerfully to anyone who has ever 
felt like an outsider or misunderstood. This is 
stunning storytelling for all and accompanied 
by the most beautiful illustrations. Highly 
recommended.”

Amazon Reviewer.

Pansy Boy can be ordered through most book shops and through Amazon. 

To accompany the book Paul has created some supporting activity sheets available to download for free 
on his website, these are designed to help teachers, parents or fans of the book to engage in different ways 
with the story from colouring sheets to creating your own field notes. The book was written with the mission 
to explore resistance to bullying and to introduce children to the natural world. 
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Pansy Boy FINAL Interior Pages March 28 .indd   7 28/03/2017   21:31
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Talks

Paul is an experienced speaker on his work and has been invited to talk at various events and panel 
discussion around the world.  

The artist has spoken about his unique way of challenging homophobia at various museums, galleries and 
events including the Friday Late at the V&A Museum, Stockholm Film Festival, the Vestry Museum for LGBT 
History Month and at Marks and Spencer HQ, the Spencer Museum of Art in Lawrence, Kansas the British 
Library and in 2019 he spoke at the Nuart Festival. 

His various TV, radio and podcast appearances include the BBC’s coverage of the Chelsea Flower Show in 
2014, The Verb on BBC Radio3 in 2017 and a BBC2 documentary ‘Is it Safe to be Gay in the UK’. In 2019 he 
was a featured guest on Queery, Radio Juxtapose and The Queer Creative. 
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Cost of Artist Talk 

Travel To location, return to London 

Accommodation Hotel - Required if outside London

Artist’s Fee £300 - Tailored to context, followed by Q&A session  



Film

In 2015 Paul Harfleet starred in ‘Les Pensées de Paul’ a feature length documentary made by Canal+, 
the documentary was shown on national French television and went on to feature in several film 
festivals across Europe and has since been screened at various events in the UK.

Since then Paul has made his own short documentaries that explore the stories he marks with pansies 
around the world including Pansies, shown at Everybody’s Perfect Film Festival in Geneva, The Pansy 
Project America that was screened at the Spencer Museum of Art and The Pansy Project Canada which 
was shown in November at the Inside Out Film Festival in Ottawa at the National Gallery of Canada. 
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Cost of Screenings

Les Pensées de Paul Negotiated with distributor / Available for to view on Amazon

Artist’s Films Negotiated with artist depending on screening context 



Over the last fifteen years The Pansy Project has worked with brands, museums, galleries and festivals, 
some notable ones below, for a full list and detailed CV visit thepansyproject.com.
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